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I’m sure a lot of us have been in stores like Bed Bath and Beyond, Bath and Body Works, or maybe even a Yankee Candle store…
Then you know there are scented candles for every mood, every situation, every need – if you’re like me you have different scented candles, items – all for how you happen to feel or want to feel at any given time…

Lavender – relaxing 
Citrus/peppermint – for energy, to be invigorated
Melon/Cucumber – refreshing
Vanilla/berry  – soothing, calming
You can smell the scents of these candles faintly as they are on the store shelves, but what really activates them to truly release their scents is when a flame is applied to the wick. Sometimes you think it smells a certain way when you pick it up in the store but then when the flame is applied they sometimes release that scent on a totally different level.
When we travel our daily road in life we leave a faint impression  - we leave faint traces of scents behind depending on our moods and what we are dealing with… but when the heat and flame come, the hard times, the crisis, the aggravations, the unexpected , when the flame is allowed to actually touch our wicks and we feel the heat, how we react then will determine what scent we are really leaving behind and what that says to others.
Does the vanilla scent of kindness and gentleness of how we handled a disagreement with another hang in the room ? If we became angry and condescending how would that smell? 

Does the renewing scent of melon and cucumber tickle the senses of that family we just shared our groceries with while times are hard – that’s a scent that would give them a renewed faith in human kindness… or did the stench of a lack of care or compassion trail behind when we didn’t even ask how they were doing even though we knew they were struggling so hard last month.
What do you think the scent of selfishness smells like? Try to conjure up the image of what scent lingers when we turn a blind eye and ear to the person next to us who just needs a little compassion and someone to talk too… but we need to get out of work this afternoon because the dry cleaning needs to be picked up, and we wanted to get to the video store before it closed,  so we put it out of our mind that  that coworkers spouse just walked out on her and her two kids yesterday… we can always ask how she’s doing tomorrow… right?
Do you think Jesus has a scent? I think He has many – because He fulfills all needs, right? He’s our everything! If we are created to glorify Him then we should always be leaving faint traces of His smell as we travel our daily road. How we glorify Him when the heat is applied to our lives - when that unexpected death of a loved one comes, when we lose that job of 10 years without warning and we feel like screaming and pitching a fit, when we are behind the eight ball at work and the deadlines are looming and we feel stressed, whatever heat gets applied to your wick and becomes a flame, how we handle that  determines if they smell the Jesus they need or an unpleasant odor – when we take our eyes off ourselves and see the world through His eyes we glorify Him and the scents become so strong they can’t ignore it and the experiences images they will conjure up for the rest of their lives becomes a sweet aroma… because we’ll smell like Jesus!
